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Learning Objectives
Chapter One
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Identify social, political, and economic influences on the development of professional nursing practice.

2. Identify important leaders and events that have significantly affected the development of professional nursing practice.

Chapter Two
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Identify the four metaparadigm concepts of nursing.

2. Identify and describe several theoretical works in nursing.

3. Begin the process of identifying theoretical frameworks of nursing that are consistent with a personal belief system.

Chapter Three
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Identify various philosophical views of truth.

2. Differentiate between values and beliefs.

3. Discuss the process of value clarification.

4. Explain the major components of nursing philosophy.

5. Articulate the purpose for having a personal philosophy of nursing.

6. Begin the development of a personal philosophy of nursing.

Chapter Four
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Discuss the meaning og key terms associated with ethical nursing practice.
2. Compare and contrast ethical theories and approaches that may be used in nursing practice.

3. Discuss each of the popular bioethical principles and they relate to nursing practice: autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice.

4. Justify the importance of the Code of Ethics for Nurses for professional nursing practice.

5. Explain how nurses can identify and analyze dilemmas that occur in nursing practice.

Chapter Five
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Describe the social context of professional nursing.

2. Identify factors that influence the public’s image of professional nursing.

3. List ways that nurses can promote an accurate image of professional nursing in the media.

4. Discuss the gender gap in nursing.

5. Recognize strategies to broaden the cultural and ethnic diversity in nursing.

6. Evaluate current barriers to health care in our society.

7. Analyze present trends in society that influence professional nursing.

8. Suggest research needs related to the future of nursing in our society.

Chapter Six
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Describe how the history of nursing has affected the socialization of nurses.

2. Discuss professionalism and nursing.

3. Describe socialization to professional nursing.

4. Describe how nursing education affects the socialization of nurses.

5. Identify cognitive stages related to professional socialization.
6. Discuss social influences on professional socialization and role development.

7. Describe the stages of skill and knowledge acquisition as defined by Benner.

8. Identify factors that facilitate professional role development.

Chapter Seven
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Describe the difference between an occupation and a career.

2. Articulate the importance of assuming a proactive role in managing your nursing career.

3. Set career goals and formulate objectives designed to meet the goals.

4. Describe specific strategies for increasing personal visibility within an organization.

5. Explain methods for obtaining feedback on personal performance.

6. Describe the effects of work-related stress on health and career longevity.

7. Articulate the importance of life management for optimal personal and professional health.

Chapter Eight
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Describe how health care is delivered and how the system is changing.

2. Compare and contrast nursing delivery models of patient care.

3. Define the case management model of care.

4. Analyze the role of the nurse in health promotion.

5. Describe the advocacy role of the professional nurse.

6. Explain how effective delegation can benefit both the client and the healthcare delivery system.

7. Identify the need for consultation and collaboration with other healthcare providers.

8. Describe the importance of continuity of care and collaboration between healthcare providers in other departments or facilities.

9. Discuss the need for referral of a client to other departments or community resources.

Chapter Nine
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Define critical thinking.
2. Describe important critical thinking skills

3. Explore characteristics of critical thinking.

4. Describe the characteristics of a critical thinker.

5. Explain why critical thinking is important in nursing practice.

6. Explore the process involved in critical thinking.

Chapter Ten
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Describe the importance of evidence-based nursing care.

2. Identify barriers to the implementation of evidence-based nursing practice.

3. Identify strategies for the implementation of evidence-based-nursing practice.

4. Describe how and where to search for evidence.

5. Identify methods to evaluate the evidence.

6. Discuss approaches to integrating evidence into practice.

7. Identify models of evidence-based nursing practice.

Chapter Eleven
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Explain important ethical issues related to nurses’ relationships with others, such as patients, families, and colleagues.

2. Identify and discuss key ethical concepts involved in nurses’ work, such as boundaries, dignity, and advocacy.

3. Discuss the concept of patient rights in health care.

4. Compare and contrast the meaning and details of end-of-life documents-living will, medical directive, and durable power of attorney.

5. Identify complex problems in determining healthcare allocation and explore standards of distributive justice.

6. Discuss three major ethical issues that are involved with organ transplantation.

7. Compare and contrast active, passive, voluntary, and nonvoluntary euthanasia.

8. Define key concepts related to end-of-life care.

9. Identify appropriate decision-making standards when patients have lost decision-making capacity.

10. Identify moral dilemmas that occur during end-of-life care and decision-making.

Chapter Twelve

After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Discuss why an understanding of the legal profession is necessary for the nurse.
2. Discuss the functions and sources of law as they relate to health care and professional nursing practice.

3. Discuss what the term standard of care means for the nurse.

4. Discuss the elements of malpractice and negligence and how they relate to nursing practice.

5. Describe the trail process in regard civil procedures including the nurse’s role as an expert witness.

6. Examine the functions of the state boards of nursing in relationship to education, practice, and discipline.

7. Discuss the importance of the Nurse Practice Act in regard to safe and effective nursing practice.

8. Apply the concept of professional accountability to professional and legal standards in relationship to informed consent, confidentiality, and privacy.

9. Critique the legal aspects of delegation.

10. Examine strategies for avoiding legal problems.

Chapter Thirteen
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Differentiate between patient education and patient teaching.

2. Discuss the purposes of patient education.

3. Describe the process of patient education.

4. Identify three domains of learning.

5. Discuss two theoretical frameworks related to the learning process.

6. Demonstrate use of a readability formula to assess reading grade level.

7. Discuss strategies to accommodate for age-related barriers to learning in older adults.

8. Discuss the development of culturally appropriate patient education.

Chapter Fourteen
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Define nursing informatics

2. Discuss levels of nurse informatics competencies.

3. Discuss common electronic communication technologies.

4. Use electronic databases to obtain information.
5. Evaluate information found on the internet.

6. Discuss principles that apply to Web site accessibility.

7. Describe components of a health information system.

8. Explain security and privacy issues for electronic health records.

9. Discuss the privacy regulations of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.

10. Envision future trends in healthcare technology.

Chapter Fifteen
After completing this chapter, the student should be able to:

1. Identify present trends associated with the profession of nursing that affect the transition of professional nursing practice for the future.

2. Articulate the vision for the future of nursing practice.

3. Reflect on the appropriate response of nursing leadership concerning issues affecting the future of nursing practice.
