List 2.1.1. Learning obstacles for object-oriented programmers

You must master the object paradigm. This may be more difficult for experienced programmers than for newbies. If you have spent the prior decade programming in a procedural style, you may find it hard to make sense of Ruby.

You must master a new syntax. Though Ruby has many of the syntactical structures as Perl, some Ruby fundamentals (such as Proc objects) will be foreign to Perl programmers.
You need to acquire at least a superficial knowledge of the built-in Classes and Modules in Ruby, along with their methods, in order to write short, efficient Ruby scripts. Knowledge of the Standard Library (extensions bundled with the Ruby language installation files) are also important. This means that anyone who wishes to have moderate proficiency in Ruby must devote a large chunk of time to the process.
