List 15.4.1. The advantages of CGI programming

     1. The computations are performed on the server side, not
        the client side. A web surfer can blithely send a request
        (via a CGI-calling web form) that initiates a massive 
        server-side computational effort. A fraction of a second
        later, a calculated reply appears on her screen.
     2. CGI accepts input from the client. This is done through
        GET or POST messages.
     3. The data resources are stored on the server side, not the
        client side. A web request may require the participation of
        an enormous database or a federation of databases
        distributed throughout the world. A server-side CGI script
        can implement and coordinate complex database queries.
     4. A server-side CGI script can be easily modified and
        improved. There is no need to change the client-side web
        pages that call the CGI script.
     5. CGI scripts are easy to write. They are basically  the
        same as any other Ruby script except they accept input from
        client forms and they format their output so that there is
        an html header and footer and the intervening output  has
        html tags that format the output lines.
