List 1.28.1. What we have learned so far.

     The =~ operator tells Perl to look for the pattern that

        follows the operator in the variable that precedes the

        operator. Regular Expressions are Perl's way of describing a

        pattern.

     You can create most of your patterns by following a few

        simple rules and by "borrowing" regular expressions from

        published listings.

     The most common usage for regular expressions are in scripts

        that examine a line (or all the lines) from a file and that

        perform a substitution or rearrangement or other operation

        on the line, based on the results of the pattern match.

     Regular expressions are a powerful and fast tool for

        modifying text or data records or finding exactly what you

        want in any text.

     Perl associative arrays can be tied to an external database

        object that persists even when the Perl script has finished

        executing.

