List 0.3.1. Desirable features in a programming language

     Short learning curve. Impatience is a virtue.

     Simple command syntax that resembles human language as much

        as is feasible.

     No-cost language that is widely available and that operates

        on any computer operating system.

     Friendly user community that helps newbies and that includes

         biomedical professionals, like yourself.

     Cornucopia of instructional resources (books and web pages)

        that explain every aspect of the language.

     Large library of freely available modules that can be called

        from your programs to perform highly specialized

        computational tasks.

     A forgiving programming environment that never crashes your

        computer (my personal experience). [Useful compile-time

        error messages, often advising what needs  to be changed to

        correct a bug.

     Built-in Regular Expressions. Regular expressions are a 

        syntax for describing character patterns in text. A language

        that does not have regular expressions will have very little

        value for biomedical professionals.

