List 16.3.1. Perl script, ftp_omim.pl, to download the OMIM file

     #!/usr/local/bin/perl

     use Net::FTP;

     #Net::FTP comes bundled in Perl distributions

     $host = "ftp\.ncbi\.nih\.gov";

     #We will download a public file from the NCBI site

     $user = "anonymous";

     $password = "guest";

     #This site expects a user name of anonymous and

     #a password of guest

     $dir = "\/repository\/OMIM";

     #We will go to the repository/OMIM subdirectory

     $file = "omim\.txt\.Z";

     #We want is a 49 Megabyte gzip-compressed file named omim.txt.Z

     $ftp = Net::FTP->new($host);

     #We make a new FTP object

     #Once we have the object, we can call the module methods

     $ftp->login($user, $password);

     $ftp->cwd($dir);

     #We will go to the desired subdirectory

     $ftp->binary;

     #This is a compressed file, and it should be 

     #downloaded as a binary file. If it were a plain-text

     #or html file, we may have downloaded it with the ascii method

     $ftp->get($file, $file);

     #The get command downloads the file and gives the file

     #the same name, on our hard drive

     $ftp->quit;

     #all done

     end;

