List 1.23.2. Perl script, persist.pl, creates a persistent database object from the MESH flat-file.

     #!/usr/bin/perl

     use Fcntl;

     use SDBM_File;

     tie%item, "SDBM_File", 'mesh', O_RDWR|O_CREAT|O_EXCL, 0644;

     untie%item;]     

     open (TEXT, "d2002.bin")||die"Can't open file";

     $/ = "*NEWRECORD";

     $line = " ";

     while ($line ne "")

        {

     tie%item, "SDBM_File", 'mesh', O_RDWR, 0644;   [     #use

        the created persistent database object

          $line = <TEXT>;

          @linearray = split(/\n/,$line);

          foreach $piece (@linearray)

            {

            if ($piece =~ /MN = /)

              {

              $meshno = $';

              }

            if ($piece =~ /ENTRY = /)

              {

              $entry = $';

              if ($entry =~ /\|/o)

                 {

                 $entry = $`;

                 }

              $entry =~ s/s\b//g;

              $entry = lc($entry);

              push (@synonyms, $entry);

              }

            }

          foreach $term (@synonyms)

            {

            $item{$term} = $meshno;

            }

         undef $meshno;

         undef @synonyms;

         untie%item;

        }

     undef(%item);

     close TEXT;

     exit;

