List 6.2.1. Algorithm for regular expression searches of text files.

     1. Asks you for a regular expression to search a file. If

        you're not adept at regular expressions, just enter any

        word. Remember, a word or phrase is always the simplest

        regular expression. In the output example, we will search

        for the word "adenocarcinoma".

     2. If you enter the return-key without entering a regular

        expression, it simply exits the script.

     3. Asks Perl to give you the current epoch time (number of

        seconds passed since some point in history).

     4. Opens an enormous publicly available file (>700 Mbytes)

        named MRCON (see Appendix)

     5. Reads every line of MRCON (and there are millions of

        them), testing each line to see if it contains a substring

        that matches the regular expression that you provided (step

        1).

     6. If it finds a match, it adds the line number and the line

        to an external file named regexout.txt.

     7. When it's finished reading the file, it asks Perl again

        for the epoch time, and determines the script execution time

        by subtracting the script's end time from the script's

        beginning time.

     8. It prints to the monitor the time spent executing the

        script, as well as the filename containing the output of all

        the lines from the MRCON file that matched your provided

        regular expression.

