List 0.3.2. Reasons to program in Perl.

     Perl can be obtained at no cost.

     Perl is available for virtually every operating system and

        comes bundled into Unix and Linux distributions.

     Perl is the most popular language in bioinformatics.

     It takes just a few hours to learn enough Perl to write your

        own biomedical programs.

     Perl programs tend to be much shorter and easier to

        understand than programs written in C or Java.

     A Perl script written for your computer will probably work

        on any other computer loaded with a Perl interpreter, even

        if the other computer has a different operating system.

     Unlike C and C++, Perl comes with native pattern matching

        commands (so called regular expressions) which are used in

        virtually every program in the field of biomedicine.

     There are many thousands of freely available Perl modules

        that are freely available from the Comprehensive Perl

        Archive Network (www.cpan.org). These modules perform a

        wide range of useful operations and can extend the

        functionality of your own programs.

     Perl code can be written in a manner that looks much like

        simple narrative text (if you make the effort) making it

        easy for others to to read.

     Once you have learned Perl, you can migrate to almost any

        other programming language with ease.

