List 2.3.1. Perl script, bench.pl, uses the benchmarking module to time script operations.

     use Benchmark;

     timethese(100000, {

     'regex1' => '$str="ABCD"; $str =~ s/^(.)//; $ch = $1',

     'regex2' => '$str="ABCD"; $str =~ s/^.//; $ch = $&',

     'substr' => '$str="ABCD"; $ch=substr($str,0,1);

        substr($str,0,1)="",

     });

     The results will be returned like this:

     Benchmark: timing 100000 iterations of regex1, regex2, substr...

     regex1: 11 secs (10.80 usr 0.00 sys =10.80 cpu)

     regex2: 10 secs (10.23 usr 0.00 sys =10.23 cpu)

     substr:7 secs ( 5.62 usr 0.00 sys = 5.62 cpu)

