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Skill Drill 5-3 Inserting an Oral Airway

Task: Insert an oral airway.

Performance Observations: The candidate shall be able to correctly insert an oral airway.

Candidate Directive: “Properly insert an oral airway.”

No. Task Steps First Test Retest

P F P F

1. Size the airway by measuring from the patient’s earlobe to the corner 
of the mouth. 

2. Open the patient’s mouth with the cross-finger technique. Hold the airway 
upside down with your other hand. Insert the airway with the tip facing the 
roof of the mouth and slide it in until it touches the roof of the mouth.

3. Rotate the airway 180°. Insert the airway until the flange rests on the 
patient’s lips and teeth.
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