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Synergy Aspects of the Case Studies

Chapter 44: Acute Renal Failure
Resiliency

This patient has a low level of resiliency given that her age is 84 years and her diagnosis is an abdominal aortic aneurysm.
Vulnerability

This patient is highly vulnerable given her history of decreased cardiac output and decreased cardiac contractibility. Complications can include death, pneumonia, myocardial infarction, groin infection, colon ischemia, and renal failure.
Stability

This patient has a low level of stability as she is undergoing an abdominal aortic aneurysm resection (see www.emedicine.com/med/topic3443.htm).

Complexity

This patient has a high level of complexity given her seven hear history of cardiac problems. Fluid shifts are common following aortic surgery and require hemodynamic monitoring the first two postoperative days.
Resource Availability

This patient has a low level of resource availability. She is widowed and has a daughter who lives out of state.
Participation in care

This patient has a low level of participation in care given her diagnosis. 
Participation in decision making

This patient’s level of decision making will be compromised initially given her high-risk surgical procedure.

Predictability

This patient has a love level of predictability given the surgery and past cardiac history.
