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Synergy Aspects of the Case Studies

Chapter 42: Diabetic Emergencies
Resiliency


This patient has a low level of resiliency given that he is an 85-year-old patient admitted from a nursing home in a stupor-like condition.  He has a history of diabetes, hypertension, congestive heart failure, and limited mobility due to arthritis. The nursing home staff noted that he has been progressively less responsive over the last several days
Vulnerability

This patient is highly vulnerable because of his diabetes and cardiac disease. His serum osmolality is 441. This elevation and labs indicate HHS.
Stability

This patient has low levels of stability as evidenced by infiltrate in the right lung, elevated glucose level, and responsive to deep stimulation but does not regain consciousness.  Respirations are labored.

Complexity

This patient has high levels of complexity. (see www.emedicine.com/emerg/topic264.htm [content on hyperosmolar Hyperglycemic Nonketonic Coma]).
Resource Availability

This patient has moderate levels of resource availability. He resides in a nursing home and has individuals overseeing his care.
Participation in care

This patient has a low level of participation in care given his comatose state.

Participation in decision making

This patient has a low level of participation in decision making given his comatose state.
Predictability

This patient has a low level of predictability given his diagnosis of HHS, which can have an unpredictable disease trajectory.
