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Chapter 29: Neurovascular Injuries

Resiliency

At this time, the patient has low levels of resiliency. He has not bounced back from his injuries, although it is early in the course of his treatment.

Vulnerability

This patient has high levels of vulnerability. His intracranial pressure is elevated putting him at risk for neurologic problems, which may be permanent. He is also at risk for seizure activity, herniation, and death. Adequate cerebral perfusion pressure is required to meet the oxygen needs of the brain.
Stability

This patient has low levels of stability. He is not maintaining steady state equilibrium at this time.

Complexity

This patient has high levels of complexity. He sustained multiple injuries from his fall and has potential for multiple organ dysfunction syndrome and possibly for cerebral ischemia if his cerebral perfusion pressure does not improve.

Resource Availability

No data are available on resources available for this patient. These data will have to be provided by family (if any) on the admission assessment.

Participation in care

Given this patient’s neurologic injuries, increased intracranial pressure, and decreased cerebral perfusion pressure, he has low levels of ability to participate in care.

Participation in decision making

As with participation in care, given this patient’s neurologic injuries, increased intracranial pressure, and decreased cerebral perfusion pressure, he has low levels of ability to participate in decision making.

Predictability

Given this patient’s mechanism of injury, an increase in intracranial pressure and a decrease in cerebral perfusion pressure can be expected.

