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Synergy Aspects of the Case Studies

Chapter 24: Common Respiratory Disorders
Resiliency

This 42-year-old patient with a diagnosis of status asthmaticus is moderately resilient. He has attempted to utilize oxygen via nasal cannula, oral steroids, and nebulized β-agonists with minimal improvement.
Vulnerability

This patient is highly vulnerable for respiratory arrest and respiratory complications given his diagnosis of status asthmaticus.
Stability

This patient is moderately stable with diminished breath sounds and expiratory wheezing.  On room air, the patient was tachypneic at 38 breaths/minute and had a SpO2 of 90%. ABG results revealed a mild respiratory alkalosis with compensatory metabolic acidosis
Complexity

This patient is mildly complex. He has asthma that requires aggressive respiratory intervention.
Resource Availability

Given the information in the case study, limited knowledge is available regarding resource availability.
Participation in care

This patient will have a low level of participation in care until his oxygenation status stabilizes.

Participation in decision making

This patient has a high level of participation in decision making. In this case, the use of BiPAP over a ventilator is made with the patient.
Predictability

This patient is moderately predictable. The course of treatment for status asthmaticus is standardized, and typically consists of bronchodilator treatments via nebulizer and corticosteroids.

