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Chapter 19: Vascular Disorders

Resiliency

At the present time, this patient is demonstrating high levels of resiliency. He has undergone extensive surgery and has bounced back without any adverse event at present. He remained stable throughout his short hospitalization and was discharged home in a few days. The minimally invasive nature of the procedure the patient underwent greatly assisted with his high level of resiliency. Patients are usually able to be discharged within only a couple of days in the hospital and return to their baseline level of activity within one week of surgery.

Vulnerability

This patient has moderate levels of vulnerability postoperatively. Because he underwent an endovascular repair of his aneurysm, he is at risk to develop a problem specific to this type of procedure -- endoleaks. An endoleak is the presence of flow outside the lumen of the endograft but within the aneurysm sack. This would continue to put the patient at risk for rupture. The incidence of an endoleak is approximately 14%. 

(Source: Sanchez, F.W, Mori, K.W., Drs. Mori, Bean & Brooks, P.A. (2006). Endovascular repair of abdominal aortic aneurysms. Retrieved on April 7, 2006 from http://www.dcmsonline.org/jax-medicine/2000journals/dec2000/endovascular.htm.)

Stability

Postoperatively, this patient is demonstrating high levels of stability. He had an uneventful postoperative recovery.

Complexity

There are limited data available to determine the patient’s level of complexity. Given the data available, he is demonstrating low levels of complexity. There is no evidence of physiologic or emotional states, family dynamics or environmental interactions that are complicating this patient’s status.

Resource Availability

There are no data available to assess this patient’s resource availability. This information would be obtained from the patient’s admission assessment.

Participation in care

This patient seems to be demonstrating high levels of ability to participate in care. He is clinically stable and was able to be discharged. There are no data to indicate he is unable to participate in his care.

Participation in decision making

This patient seems to be demonstrating high levels of ability to participate in decision making. He is clinically stable and was able to be discharged. There are no data to indicate he is unable to participate in decision making and no evidence to suggest that he is cognitively impaired or lacks capacity.

Predictability

This patient has high levels of predictability. He had an expected, uneventful postoperative course. Because the procedure was minimally invasive, the patient’s discharge time was expected.

