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Although health care is important to those of us who need it, when we need it,  health is important to all of us all of the time.  How we address health needs, provide health care, and promote healthy communities are challenges faced across the spectrum of disciplines that comprise the health professions.  The fact that we organize ourselves into discrete disciplines reflects not only our training but the human tendency toward order and the complexity of the factors, systems, and characteristics that influence health and our responses to health problems.

Pharmacists may be the most visible part of the health care system, public health the least.  Yet, the importance of each to the other cannot be overstated nor can the contributions of both to disease prevention and control.  This text elegantly provides the critical linkages to expanding this understanding, providing for pharmacists an introduction to public health and an in-depth discussion of the role of pharmacy professionals in promoting and protecting the public’s health.  From the practice implications of new technologies and the old challenges of health care financing to the very immediate needs for pharmacists to be prepared in the event of a disaster, this text should be on the required reading list for all pharmacy students and those in professional practice.

Pharmacists are often the first to spot a disease outbreak or to confront a failed policy.  They monitor the response of providers and consumers to new information, whether from government sources or the internet.  And they often serve as keepers of the community’s trust, dispensing encouragement or admonishment along with medicines.  This text uniquely  features national  scholars from both the fields of public health and pharmacy, sharing in the development of each chapter.  Each chapter also  features a case study in public health pharmacy and implications for pharmacy practice, a feature that assists the reader in summarizing the importance of the chapter to the larger public health pharmacy field.  Future editions of this text could illustrate how well this critical partnership between pharmacy and public health has grown and succeeded in fostering collaborations toward the health that everyone needs.
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